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DID YOU KNOW?



Imagine a place where you could immerse yourself 
in the sciences and learn about local wildlife, all 
while attending a natural dye workshop hosted by 
a local boutique? Welcome to the Long Beach Town-
ship Marine Education Field Station in Holgate. 
Otherwise known as the “Shell Shack.” 

Mayor Joe Mancini thought up the idea for the Long 
Beach Township Marine Education Field Station in 
2015, envisioning this brand, spanking new space 
as a hybrid scientific and community programming 
center. Dubbed the “Shell Shack,” by Mancini (and 
appropriately since the site will be a point for oyster 
shell recycling, education and research), the water-
front building will be open to all for wildlife view-
ing, artistry, workshops, lectures, events and more. 
At the forefront of this exciting project is Angela 
Andersen, Long Beach Township’s Sustainability 
Coordinator. 

Andersen, who is lovingly referred to by friends as 
the one who does “all of the green stuff” has a BS 
in Environmental Studies from Stockton University 
and an MA in Environment and Community from 
Antioch University Seattle. The Long Beach Town-
ship resident serves as President of the Association 
of New Jersey Recyclers, an organization whose pur-
pose is to promote and enhance recycling practices in 
the state of New Jersey. 

Given her educational merits and work in recycling, 
it’s no surprise that she created and filled the role of 
Sustainability Coordinator in Long Beach Township 
ten years ago. According to Andersen, there are three 
main pillars of sustainability: environment, economy 
and community. This means that the Sustainability 
Coordinator is responsible for all duties intersect-
ing those pillars. The resulting job description is a 
lengthy one and includes research, grant writing, 
community outreach, community programming and 
the ability to analyze data to devise and implement 
cost efficient solutions for Long Beach Townships. 

Add “build a field station from scratch” to that list. 
For some, that mouthful of responsibilities may seem 
grueling. But not Andersen. The position and its 
monumental workload are fulfilling, “I don’t work 
a day in my life. I have the privilege of doing what I 
do every day.” 
 
Andersen remembers the moment Mancini ap-
proached her with the idea for a field station five  
years ago, humorously likening the experience to 
an episode of Food Network’s Chopped. “Here’s a 
basket of things. You have 30 minutes,” she laughed, 
remembering how little she had to work with at the 
very start of the project. “There was no parking, we 
have very limited space, barely any plans... but make 
it happen.” 

Even with a mountain of challenges on the horizon 
of this venture, Andersen took the lead with glee. 
Since Superstorm Sandy in 2012, Long Beach Town-

ship has been working hard to acquire and preserve 
coastal marshland on Long Beach Island. Their goal 
is to increase and improve public access to the bay 
while setting aside tracts of land for conservation 
and protection. The field station project is another 
step in that direction.  
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Before moving ahead with construction, the Township 
conducted a trial run and positioned a crude trailer 
where the station would go. They needed to know if this 
field station concept held water. Did people even want 
one in Holgate? They sure did. 

The tiny, cramped, makeshift station drew press and 
visitors in droves. When a scientist from Stockton held 
a discussion covering the groin project and wooden 
jetty in Holgate, Andersen remembers the trailer being 
packed to maximum capacity. 

“It was hugely successful. We were onto something,” 
said Anderson.  

The field station has come a long way since the dou-
ble wide trailer days. From barren land, Andersen has 
procured a buzzing hub of nature, science, community 
and culture. The tasteful venue located off Osborne 
Avenue in Holgate has a quaint, fisherman’s cottage feel, 
meshed with a high-tech laboratory. Beyond the front 
doors of the Shell Shack lies a trove of technologically 
advanced resources, with more to come as construction 
progresses. 

The station is designed and plumbed for hands-on, 
experiential indoor and outdoor learning. Features of 
the station currently include a spacious classroom and 
an open area for science and research. Andersen’s hope 
is to add an outdoor filet demo table and install a small 
kitchen area to teach interested visitors how to prepare 
and eat fresh caught seafood. The team will even install 
a weather station and flood gauge on site.

“The learning opportunities are just unfolding like a 
beautiful onion,” said Andersen. 

Thousands of species call Long Beach Island home 
sweet home. At the Shell Shack, Andersen is thrilled to 

educate visitors on these species and even play a role in 
serving and protecting them. Conserve Wildlife Foun-
dation of New Jersey plans to install an osprey platform 
and a marsh camera to monitor this local bird. The Hol-
gate Taxpayers Association will even be donating a Pur-
ple Martin bird house to the station, with plans to build 
more around that section of Long Beach Township. 
 
“We’re super excited to be the host and the community 
anchor for all of that information but also a place where 
we can just enjoy Little Egg Harbor casually and just 
bring together all interests,” said Andersen. 

The Shell Shack will be open to all when COVID-19 
restrictions have subsided and it’s safe for the public 
to visit the station at their leisure. Until then, however, 
Andersen and her colleagues have made great use of the 
station’s social media account, employing live video fea-
tures to engage with and educate their viewers. Ander-
sen has done what she’s dubbed “Field Station Chats” 
where she conducts split screen interviews with differ-
ent partners and experts. This past spring, Andersen has 
covered toppings ranging from oysters and turtles, to 
bees and edible plants.

One of the goals of the field station is to support small, 
seasonal local businesses. “We want to invest in our 
small seasonal local businesses. There’s a place for that 

at the field station too. It’s not just super sciency. We 
want it to be a space for community development in the 
arts and culture and history.” 

While collaborative events with local environmental-
ly-conscious businesses and organizations may be put 
on hold for the time being to accommodate COVID-19 
restrictions, it only means more opportunity to plan and 
prepare. And Andersen is thrilled. 

“2021 is going to be our year,” said Andersen.  

For more information and updates, visit the field station’s 
Instagram and Facebook @lbtfieldstation. 
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